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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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• Failure to reply vi/ithin the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tenm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. G Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Gaim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 7 recites "a second wire connection unit for transmitting the data read out from 
said second memory to said second data processing apparatus". It is unclear if this unit is 
transmitting wirelessly as set forth earlier in the claim or is it a wired connection and the earlier 
recitation of the wireless connection is incorrect or there are two connections to the second data 
processing apparatus. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published xrnder Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,93 1,659 to Kinemura. 

As concerns claim 1, a communication assisting apparatus for mediating data transfer 
between a first data processing apparatus (^^^^^^^^^^i^ and a second data processing 
apparatus comprising: a first connection unit ( ^jj^itti^i^g^^ connected by 

wire with said first data processing apparatus, said first connection unit 

receiving data (jjMjfflrjSllUn fi*om said first data processing apparatus; a memory 

Qliifiai^) for storing therein the data received by said first connection unit; and a second 
connection unit ( ^^ ^ ^^^^^^P) connected by wireless (^^^H^^^^^^^j) with 
said second data processing apparatus, said second connection unit transmitting the data 
(jglullMiiM read out fi-om said memory to said second data processing apparatus. 

As concerns claim 2, the communication assisting apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising: a processing section (Ijill) for reading out the data stored in said memory 
according to a state of communication with said second data processing apparatus. 

As concerns claim 3, the communication assisting apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein said processing section suspends data transfer of the data stored in said memory until 
communication with said second data processing apparatus is established (j^^^j^). 

As concerns claim 4, the communication assisting apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said second connection unit receives further data different j ^ifpr^ljlsla^^^ 
ISniilalilii^ fi-om the data stored in said memory, by 



Application/Control Number: 10/720,106 
Art Unit: 2151 



Page 4 



wireless from said second data processing apparatus ^^^SS^^^^^^^^^^®^^ 
^igd||), wherein said memory (|) stores therein the further data received by said second 
connection unit, and wherein said first connection unit transmits (lolulpi^ the 
further data read out from said memory to said first data processing apparatus. 

As concerns claim S, the communication assisting apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein said memory includes at least one of a rewritable non-volatile memory and a volatile 
memo,v(MWM). 

As concerns 6, the communication assisting apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said 
rewritable non-volatile memory stores environmental data ^iil»liiSl^^ 



for setting operating conditions which is used by said second data processing apparatus (^^m 
^iiii^l^, wherein said processing section further reads out ^^Jui^lffi^iD the 
environmental data upon reading out the data stored in said memory, and wherein said second 
connection unit transmits (^^m^^^i^M^j) the environmental data read out by said 



processing section to said second data processing apparatus. 

As best understood concerning claim 7, a communication system for performing data 
transfer a first data processing apparatus( B^^ il»Mii) and a second data processing 



apparatus ^ ffiMiHI ), comprising: a first communication assisting apparatus fcaJbleimgdemI 
connected by wire (^^^^ 



with said first data processing apparatus; and a second 



communication assisting apparatus ® connected by wireless (j^lrelg j^ 

with said second data processing apparatus, wherein said first communication assisting 



apparatus comprises: a first wire connection unit (iiil ^^ll l^lmW^) for receiving data from 
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said first data processing apparatus; a first memory (ajjiiiKiiili^^ for storing the 
data received by said first wire connection unit; and a first wireless connection unit (llbll 
rn^ llft connected by wireless with said second communication assisting apparatus, said 
first wireless connection unit transmitting the data ^"jj^ifglilniM read out fi-om said 
first memory to said second communication assisting apparatus, and wherein said second 
communication assisting apparatus comprises: a second wireless connection unit ( ^gijli^ffi^ 
|f^^ connected by wireless with said first communication assisting apparatus, said second 
wireless connection unit receiving data ^eji g iai^^lffit^ fi-om said first 

communication assisting apparatus; a second memory ( mS^^^j^a) for storing the data 
received by said second wireless connection unit; and a second wire connection unit 
iS^MS^HD fo^" transmittmg the data read out fi*om said second memory to said second data 
processing apparatus. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi^om the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday fi-om 7:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zami Maung can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained fi-om the Patent Application Information 
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Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




John B.Walsh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 



